E SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


his bulletin is published for readers at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 
f Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 


"tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 


N umber 281 


Chaplain Philip W. Pennington, a U. S.A. 
war Chaplain, writes: 

“On March 2nd, 1945, fourteen Congrega- 
tional Chaplains and one Baptist Chaplain 
‘met at Livingstone House, home of the Lon- 
‘don Missionary Society, for a two-day Con- 
ference. Some of the Chaplains had come 
from the Continent for the meeting, but most 
were stationed in England. The number in- 
cluded two from the Navy, the rest from the 
Army. Mrs. Frieda J. Demarest, our Ameri- 
can Congregational Christian Service Com- 
mittee representative in England, proved to 
be the ever-gracious and capable hostess and 
organizer of the Conference. In spite of the 
“smaller number of- Chaplains in attendance, 
this Conference was in my estimation the 
finest of the four I have been privileged to 
attend in England. 
“Dr. A. M Chirgwin and Reverend Cecil 
Northcott, of the London Missionary Society, 
gave us a very hospitable reception at Liv- 
gstone House. Perhaps it was purely co- 


at home meeting in ‘Room 19.’ 

“The theme of the Conference was ‘The 
Church in the World To-day.’ And our two 
days were spent very much in the spirit of 
“the cecumenical Church. Throughout the 
whole meeting, in the addresses and in the 
discussions, the Church stood as our primary 
interest and secondly we were ministers of 
the denomination known as Congregational. 
“After opening the Conference with a de- 
votional service, and a welcome by the Rev. 
Cecil Northcott on the part of the London 
Missionary Society, Dr. A. C. Craig, General 
Secretary of the British Council of Churches, 
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Ppeitiental, but we Chaplains felt very much, 


- the Far East. He gave us a picture of Anglo- — 


March 29th, 1945 


AN ENGLISH CONFERENCE FOR AMERICAN 
CONGREGATIONAL CHAPLAINS 


gave the first address, speaking on co-opera- 
tion among the Churches of Britain. He be- 
gan by saying that ‘the turn of the centuries 
had marked a watershed in the history of | 
Protestantism’ when the trend began to 
change from one of separatism to one of co- 
operation and cecumenicity.. The B.C.C. is 
only two and a half years old, about forty 
years younger than the American Federal 
Council- of Churches, but in that short time 
it has been able to do some very valuable 
work and to set the pattern for effective co- 


operation among the British Churches in the 


period of post-war reconstruction. The main 
job of the B.C.C. is to promote work that can 
better be done unitedly than in separation. 
In its short period of existence it has been 
able to gain agreement among the British 
Churches for a programme of Christian 
training of youth; has done much in the 
promotion of the ‘Religion and Life Week,’ 

which in many instances has led to local 

Churches working together for the first time ak 
in their history; and has been able to present 
a united approach to Government Depart- © 
ments in regard to such activities as placing 
chaplains in Government munition hostels, __ 
and the release of women from military du- war 
ties for training in Church work. oy 


“The Rev. S. H. Dixon, a Secretary of the 1 
Conference of British Missionary Societies, 
addressed the Conference on ‘Britain, Amer- — 
ica and China.’ In the main he presented an 
appeal for goodwill and continued co-opera- — et 
tion in the working out of the problems of 


American co-operation in the missionary ac- 
tivities in China. Especially has there been — 


eRe | 
co-operation and united action in the Church 
Colleges, in many of which there are repre- 


sentatives from several denominational agen-_ 


cies of many nationalities. China will play 
a very important part in the future of the 
Far East. The continued goodwill and co- 


~S 


s 


operation of England and America. with | 


China will help to insure peace in the Pacific 
and in the world. 


“The sightseeing tour in the afternoon af-— 


forded us with a trip to the Parliament Build- 


ings, cradle and stronghold of democratic ~ 


government in the Western world. For an 
hour we sat in the Strangers’ Gallery of the 
House of Commons and listened to a House 
debate on a banking bill. After that we were 
shown through the whole of the Parliament 
buildings. 

*“At the afternoon session Dr. A. M. Chirg- 
win, General Secretary of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, gave an address on “The 
World Outreach of Congregationalism.’ ‘Con- 
gregationalism,’ he said, ‘has not been .de- 
nominationally aggressive, but rather cecu- 
menically minded.’ Of our two. great 
missionary societies, the American Board and 
the London Missionary Society, neither bears 
the name of Congregationalism. These two 
Societies have pioneered the way in many of 
the mission fields of the world. The L.M.S. 
is this year celebrating its Triple Jubilee. 
The fitting form of celebration is a New 
Advance which will be comparable in spirit 
to the organization of the Society 150 years 
ago. Of particular interest among the goals 
of the New Advance is a rethinking of the 
relation of the Churches in England to the 
Younger Churches of Asia and continued 
co-operation and assistance in the light of 
this relationship, and the giving of whatever 
help may be possible to the Churches on the 
continent of Europe. 

“At the evening session the Rev. Norman 
Goodall, Secretary of the International Mis- 
sionary Counci}, gave an address in which he 
explained to us the organization and work 
of the International Missionary Council. 
Twenty-five national groupings are repre- 
sented in the Council. The immediate task 
-before the I.M.C. is that of completing the 
trusteeship of the ‘Orphaned Missions’ cut 
off from their sources of sponsorship by the 
exigencies of war. France already is prepar- 
ing to take over full responsibilities for her 
missionary enterprises. Other missionary 
bodies will, as the establishment of internal 
stability progresses, be in a position to renew 
their obligations. Still others may require 
many years before being ready to resume 
these responsibilities. Another great chal- 


“ 


emt gate a oii TNs ceshas Set 2 ME VN pa aA ° 
lenge to the I. M. C. and as well to the Chris- 
tian Churches of all the Allied Nations, is” 
with regard to the Church of Christ in Ger- 
many and the German mission fields. ee 

“On Saturday morning the Rev. Cecil 
Northcott, Home Secretary of the London 
Missionary Society, spoke on ‘An English- 
man Looks at the States.’ On his recent visit 
to the U.S.A. he said he was particularly 
impressed with two things of which he did not 
believe Englishmen were commonly aware— 
the fact that so large a proportion of the 
American population is of other than British 
origin, and the great achievements of the 
American people in so short a period of time. 
He proposed, in order that our respective 
peoples might better understand each other, 
we should have exchange of students, 
teachers and ministers on a much larger scale 
than heretofore.” 


EUROPEAN FRONTIER PROBLEMS 


The following statement has been issued 
by the Executive Committee of the British 
Council of Churches: 5 

“In seeking to express a Christian concern 
upon these acutely difficult issues we recog- 
nize that two conditions limit the action of 
statesmen in the task of creating.a new world 
order. First, they cannot write upon a clean 


slate. Both for good and ill we inherit the 


results of history; the failures of past gen- 
erations as well as our own make it harder 
or even impossible to find an ideally right 
solution to-day. Secondly, international ar- 
rangements can only be founded upon agree- 
ments between the powers concerned, and in 
the nature of the case such agreements can 
never reflect the sole will of any one nation | 
nor exclude the element of compromise be- 
tween different national outlooks. It is no 
part of Christian duty to ignore the practical 
difficulties of statesmen or to refuse to support 
them in taking a step in the right direction 
because they cannot go-all the way. We are 
all involved in the tangle of past wrong- 
doing. 

“Upon technical, economic and political 
issues Christians as such have no particular 
competence to pronounce. But it is their 
duty to remind all who will listen that no 
lasting order of society can be built except 
upon the foundation of obedience to God’s 
will for His world. No society can achieve 
peace and security that does not respect the 
personal rights of men and women, and is 
not based upon Freedom, Justice and Good 
Faith. For these are the will of God as Christ. 
has made it known. : f 


Hastians have good cause to be grateful 
for many of the proposals of the statesmen 


‘of the United Nations looking towards the 


creation of an international organization. 
‘But we are gravely concerned at some of the 
possible implications of the proposals for the 
readjustment of frontiers, involving for 
great numbers of people either territorial 
transfer or at least change of sovereignty. If 
it should unhappily prove to be the case that 
no better solution can be found for our in- 
herited political problems, we urge that 
everything possible should be done to safe- 
guard the human rights of those affected. 
However considerately - carried out, such 
_ changes must inflict great suffering upon men 
and women, many of whom are quite inno- 
cent of responsibility for the evils which it 
is sought to rectify. There is also grave dan- 
| ger of sowing the seeds of future wars by 
the creation of new problems little less seri- 
' ous than those now demanding solution. 
| “We strongly urge that two provisions 
_ should be made an integral part of any ar- 
_ rangement for the readjustment of frontiers 
- and the transfer of populations: 
ee. (th). An international authority must be 
k charged with the welfare and resettlement of 
all the displaced persons. Much that would 


the Nansen Commission in such work after 
he Greco-Turkish war. 


be assured to all. These are rights which 
belong to man as man by virtue of the divine 
creation. The denial of them contributed in 
rge measure to the worsening of the minor- 
ity problems of the past. Their free recog- 
tion would alleviate otherwise difficult 
- political arrangements and might go far to 
make them acceptable. 


“The leaders of the United Nations have 
repeatedly affirmed their allegiance to such 
rinciples. They must now be given practical 


oe “March 23rd, 1945.” 


A BOOK OF FRIENDSHIP 


An enterprising contribution to interna- 
onal friendship has recently been brought 
our notice. The boys and girls of Streath- 
m Hill ‘Congregational Church Sunday 

chool have, with the help of their min- 
ister, the Rev. John Smith, and the teachers 
% he ‘school, produced Mp Book of Friend- 
ip.” The particular copy which we have 


Holding such ee we believe that 


help to lighten the burden of human suffer- 
pe could be learned from the experience of - 


= . flags being exchanged-at-a service in the 
-“(2) Religious and cultural freedom must _ 


seen is destined for the children of American 
Sunday Schools, but other books for other 
parts of the world are in preparation. 

The book provides an interesting social 
survey of Britain as seen through the eyes of 
children of ten to twelve years of age, chil- 
dren who remember very little of the world 
before the war. Their comments on life as 
they know it in England now will therefore 
help children in other countries -to under- 
stand more about them. 

Each page of a large leather-bound book 
with a handsomely embroidered linen cover 
has a picture, with an appropriate text, and 
underneath an original (and clearly uncen- 
sored) comment by one of the children. Each 
picture is set in an original decoration by 
Miss Parnell, one of the teachers. As an ex- 
ample: Opposite the text, “Whoso. loveth in- — 
struction loveth knowledge” (Proverbs 12, 


* 1), is a picture of an outdoor class at an evac- 


uated school, and underneath a small girl has | 
written, “This is a school somewhere in the 
country far away from the danger of air 
raids. It must be like going to a picnic when 
you go to a school like this among the trees. | 
The girls don’t look as though they are hav- 
ing lessons. They all look very happy. The 
school girls live in these huts among the ~~ 
trees, but I think they would rather be at 
their own houses with relatives and friends.” 
Many of the pictures are of Anglo-Ameri- 
can interest—American soldiers giving Brit- = 
ish children a party, American and British — 


FE 


bombed City Temple, and Ameriean gifts be- 
ing distributed to homeless children. Pic- | 
tures equally appropriate to their destina- 
tions will appear in susequent books. 


FRENCH “CHRISTIAN RESISTERS” 
IN THE NEW SITUATION” 


A demonstration organized by the “Témoig-— i 
nage Chrétien” (“Christian Witness”—one of © 
the chief Christian resistance movements in 
France) was held in the “Salle Wagram,” in — 
Paris, before a crowded auditorium on Jan- : 
uary 27th, 1945, the object being to give 
fresh publicity to the transition from the 
clandestine activities of yesterday to the open 
activities of to-morrow. 

Father Chaillet, the first speaker, recalled 
that it was due to the efforts of the “Témoig-_ 
nage Chrétien” that the truth had not been — 
stifled. One after another he placed on ie o 
table the booklets which had appeared at 
the time, thus compiling an impressive list — 
of. the publications which were circulated 
-throughout France every two months ands ie 


which had also attracted attention abroad. 
And now, on the morning after the Libera- 
tion, were they to allow the work which had 
been started to come to a standstill? To ask 
this question was to reply in the negative. 
“Our common and unselfish ambition was 
directed towards service. Christian testimony 
cannot be kept in reserve for periods of 
emergency, for the life of the catacombs. It 
must also play its part in the State in com- 
plete freedom. We are determined to lay 
claim to this essential freedom for the simul- 
taneous championship of human and Chris- 
tian rights.” 

André Maudouze, editor-in-chief of the 
Courrier du Témoignage Chrétien, presented 
a programme of operations intended to unite 
all the forces of the country which, whether 
consciously or sub-consciously, havea Chris- 
tian basis. The clandestine activities of the 
occupation period made it possible to see pure 
Christianity at work, and even non-Chris- 
tians acquired an obscure sense of where true 
Christianity could be found. “From now on 
the people will know how to distinguish be- 
tween a Christianity behind which one can 
seek protection, an egoistic Christianity, a 
Christianity which is against something, and 
a Christianity which is open to others, which 
is for something. The Resistance Movement 
must remain in existence. All traces of 
Nazism must be eliminated. We did not 
fight against anti-Semitism, persecution and 

groundless arrests in order to look on to-day 
while arbitrary executions take place, some 
of which are not compatible with fair sen- 
tences; we did not fight against Nazism in 
order to witness the revival of totalitarian 
movements, even if they come from the 
enemies of Nazism; we did not fight against 
the deportations in order to see labour ex- 
ploited by capitalism.” 


NEW FINNISH ARCHBISHOP 


News has recently been received of the ap- 
pointment of Bishop Aleksi Lehtonen as the 
new Archbishop of Finland. The voting took 
place according to traditional methods, and 
the first three candidates were Bishop Leh- 
tonen, Bishop Imari Salomies of Viborg and 
Dean ee A. Ahtola of Abo. 
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-man who has achieved the first place. Bishop” 


Writtar ‘or. ae parr dates ‘on aan y 
_ 15th, the Finnish Church paper (in the 
' Swedish language), Férsamlingsbladet, said: 
“Of these three the one best known outside 
our own Church circles is undoubtedly the 


Lehtonen is a man with an unusually varied — 
career. Ordained in his twenties, he first de- 
voted himself to practical parish work and — 
later transferred to the field of academical ~ 
work. As assistant in practical theology in 
the University of Helsingfors and later as — 
professor in the same subject, for more than 
a decade he was concerned with the training 
of the preachers of the Word in our Church. — 


“The most apparent result of his work is — 
a rich theological literature. He has done 
his chief- work as Bishop in the Diocese of — 
Tammerfors, a position to which he was — 
appointed when only just over 40 years old. — 
During his time as Bishop he has taken the ~ 
opportunity of strengthening his bonds of 
friendship with foreign theologians and — 
Churchmen. In this aspect he has been one ~ 
of the most forward-looking workers of our — 
Church. At the present time this is a merit — 
which many think of with thankfulness. The ~ 
way in which our country is represented — 
abroad is of the greatest importance. A val- ~ 
uable contribution could be made to this © 
through active Church leadership.” gy 


~ Archbishop Lehtonen has played an active — 
part in the Gicumenical Movement, and has — 
strong ties with Britain and particularly with ~ 
English Churchmen. His English friends, | 
and many English Christians who do not — 
know him personally, will learn with great — 
interest of his appointment to the highest — 
Church office in Finland. The new Arch- 
bishop has a very wide knowledge of the 
English language and of English theological 
writing. He played an important part on the 
Finnish side in achieving an agreement with 
representatives of |the Church of England 
during the negotiations to establish closer 
relations between the Churches of England 
and Finland. Under his leadership it may 
be expected that the Church of Finland will 
play its full part in those affairs of common 
interest to all Christians throughout the 
world. 


